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Samuel Beckett was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1969; his literary output of plays,

novels, stories and poetry has earned him an uncontested place as one of the greatest writers of

our time. Endgame, originally written in French and translated into English by Beckett himself, is

considered by many critics to be his greatest single work. A pinnacle of Beckettâ€™s characteristic

raw minimalism, it is a pure and devastating distillation of the human essence in the face of

approaching death.
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This play is mythical for some but it has a less eschatological meaning than "Waiting for Godot". It is

more locked up in an individual personality. As much as "Waiting for Godot" could have been seen

as deeply schizophrenic, "Endgame" is psychotic, a psychotic vision of the isolated individual in

some kind of more than self-centered, in fact self-locked psyche, locked onto himself by himself.

And of course we remain in a, obsessively male-dominated world.There are officially four

characters. But in fact two are really active. In the dustbins you have Nagg the father and Nell the

mother of Hamm, a crippled and blind individual who is more or less the father of Clov who is his

slave, younger, physically active though entirely dependent but maybe not forever.The room in

which these characters exist is a miniature of the psychology of a person who is completely cut off

from the world. This person is Hamm. We are inside his brain. For him the world is dead, though he

is the one who is a living dead since he is crippled, i.e. unable to move, and blind, i.e. unable to see.

He has to be moved around and someone has to see for him and tell him what can be seen. The



room has an outside kitchen, an extension that is not the outside world but that is reachable only to

one character, Clov who goes to it now and then, though it is the ArlÃ©sienne of the play, the one

utem you speak if constantly but never see.Hamm henceforth asks his son Clov to check the world

through windows that are too high for direct vision, built too high since windows don't grow on

houses that don't grow naturally in the earth, hence purposely positioned too high.
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